On 1 January 2016, the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development — adopted by world leaders in September 2015 at an historic UN Summit
— officially came into force. Over the next fifteen years, with these new Goals that universally
apply to all, countries will mobilize efforts to end all forms of poverty, fight inequalities and tackle
climate change, while ensuring that no one is left behind.
The SDGs build on the success of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and aim to go
further to end all forms of poverty. The new Goals are unique in that they call for action by all
countries, poor, rich and middle-income to promote prosperity while protecting the planet. They
recognize that ending poverty must go hand-in-hand with strategies that build economic growth and
addresses a range of social needs including education, health, social protection, and job
opportunities, while tackling climate change and environmental protection.
While the SDGs are not legally binding, governments are expected to take ownership and establish
national frameworks for the achievement of the 17 Goals. Countries have the primary responsibility
for follow-up and review of the progress made in implementing the Goals, which will require
quality, accessible and timely data collection. Regional follow-up and review will be based on
national-level analyses and contribute to follow-up and review at the global level.
For the goals to be reached, everyone needs to do their part: governments, the private sector, civil
society and people like you.

What is sustainable development?
● Sustainable development has been defined as development that meets the needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
● Sustainable development calls for concerted efforts towards building an inclusive, sustainable and
resilient future for people and planet.
● For sustainable development to be achieved, it is crucial to harmonize three core elements: economic
growth, social inclusion and environmental protection. These elements are interconnected and all are
crucial for the well-being of individuals and societies.
● Eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions is an indispensable requirement for sustainable
development. To this end, there must be promotion of sustainable, inclusive and equitable economic
growth, creating greater opportunities for all, reducing inequalities, raising basic standards of living,
fostering equitable social development and inclusion, and promoting integrated and sustainable
management of natural resources and ecosystems.

